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SAALAS 2005 REPORT TO THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR LABORATORY ANIMAL SCIENCE.
During 2005 SAALAS focused its activities primarily on education and training as well as on the establishment of new laboratory animal husbandry and user guidelines.

Grant money received from the South African National Research Foundation (NRF) was used to send three South African veterinarians involved in Laboratory Animal Science - Drs Goosen, Singh and Msiza, to Holland to attend a FELASA Category C course at the University of Utrecht, thus strengthening the South African capacity for the presentation of future courses.
The South African National Standard on the care and use of animals for scientific purposes was considerably expanded to include minimum housing conditions for a very wide variety of animal species used during research, testing and teaching applications. This document now entered the final phase of approval and will most probably be accepted as a national standard by the end of 2006.
Presentation of the B Tech degree in Laboratory Animal Technology at the Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) was unfortunately cancelled by the TUT authorities. This forced SAALAS to start afresh, urgently investigating other avenues to address the increasing shortage experienced in obtaining qualified Laboratory Animal Technologists in the country.

Composition of the SAALAS Executive Committee
· Membership:

Dr FJ Potgieter
President, PhD, Director, Animal Unit, University of the Free State, Bloemfontein

Dr D Goosen
Vice-President, BVSc (Hons) (Clin Path), self-employed, Pretoria.

Miss P Hawkins
Secretary, trained at the NMRI Mill Hill in England, Member of the Institute for Animal Technology UK (MIAT), Associate of the Institute for Animal Technology UK (AIAT), are registered as Laboratory Animal Technician in both the United Kingdom and South Africa, Animal Unit Manager, National Health Laboratory Services, Johannesburg since 1975.

Mr L Sinclair
SAALAS representative on SA Veterinary Council, National Diploma in Laboratory Animal Technology, Principal Animal Technologist, Central Animal Service, University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.

Mr JJ Visser
National Diploma in Laboratory Animal Technology, Animal Unit, University of Cape Town. 

Mr C Bester
National Diploma in Laboratory Animal Technology, Laboratory Animal Technologist, Laboratory Animal Centre, University of Potchefstrooom.

Co-opted Members
Dr S Singh
BVSc and AH. (Veterinary Medicine) Bombay Veterinary College, Bombay, India (1983). Serves as manager of Biomedical Resources Unit at UKZN in Durban.
Dr G Msiza 
BVSc (MEDUNSA) Serves as Director of the Animal Unit at the University of Cape Town 

Drs Singh, Goosen, Msiza and Mr Sinclair were appointed to serve on the sub committee dealing with education and training.

Training and education

Attendance of Category C course in Holland

Dr Goosen and Dr Singh reported that they experienced the FELASA Category C course as interesting, that they have gained a lot of information which can be included in a South African presented course. They were however also of the opinion that there were areas – that is from a South African view-point, which is lacking and that this should be addressed. One should also keep in mind that this course was designed for post graduates only, and although they had no experience with the Category A and B courses something similar should be presented. It was also decided that should a course be adapted, the requirements of the rest of English-speaking Africa should not be ignored as a South African presented course might also be of benefit to those countries.

Sub-committee on Education and Training

The need for formal, structured teaching and training platforms for Laboratory Animal Science professionals in South Africa at all levels of involvement, that is from Caretakers to Researchers and Veterinarians alike, are well established. With this in mind the sub-committee on Education and Training met with a representative of the Veterinary faculty at the University of Pretoria (UP). It was recommended at this meeting that the latter faculty - having the basic skills and knowledge should be used to present FELASA based courses. All courses will however be presented under the auspices of SAALAS. 
Both SAALAS and UP will contribute critical skills and facilities to compliment each other’s efforts to create a comprehensive, relevant and sustainable teaching platform for Laboratory Animal Science in Southern Africa, all based on the FELASA recommendations for Categories A, B, C and D. 
Whilst the University of Pretoria will provide the ‘administrative home’ SAALAS with its extensive expertise and de-centralised organisation will play a critical role in teaching at both formal and informal lectures, hands-on coaching at the participating institutions as well as performing the practical exams.
UP have several structures in place to facilitate learning to both UP and non-University students. It is intended to integrate the LAS teaching to UP students into their curricula where it is not already existing. CE@UP (Continuing Education), which was specifically set up to administer off-campus learners, will be utilised for learners from other institutions. 

For Category B and C courses it is planned to utilise lecturers from SAALAS, UP and other Universities who are experts in their respective fields. Overseas lecturers will complement local lecturers and provide additional views on latest developments on Category C short-courses.

The following courses following FELASA recommendations will be presented:
Category A (Level 1-4) 
· Laboratory Animal Caretakers, Veterinary Nurses, Veterinary Technologists (NDipVetTech)

To be offered via CE@UP to UP and non-UP participants;

Theory via WebCT, theory exam online, practical training and exams by accredited personnel (minimum FELASA C certificate).

Category B

· Laboratory Animal Caretakers, Veterinary Nurses who completed FELASA A

· 3yr undergraduate degree (BSc, BSc(VetSci), Veterinary Technologists (NDipVetTech), AHT, BAgric)

To be offered as part of LAS 700 and via CE@UP to UP and non-UP participants;

Theory via WebCT or lectures, theory exam online, practical training and exams by accredited personnel (minimum FELASA C certificate).

Category C
· 3yr undergraduate degree (BSc, BSc(VetSci), BTech(Vet), AHT, BAgric) who completed FELASA B

· Veterinary Nurses who completed FELASA B

· BTechLAS who completed FELASA B

· Veterinarians, MSc, PhD

To be offered as LAS 700 to Veterinarians and via CE@UP to UP and non-UP participants;

To be offered as 14-week full course and annually as short-course, the end of the 14 week course will overlap with the short-course to optimally utilise overseas lecturers and practical training sessions;

Theory via lectures, theory exam written, practical training and exams by accredited personnel at a central facility (minimum FELASA C certificate).

Category D
· Veterinarians

· PhD

To be offered as PFK 800 to Veterinarians (MMedVET LAS) and via CE@UP to UP and non-UP participants;

Non-veterinary candidates only if they are eligible by the set standards must submit CV, at discretion of Dean and Course Convenor;

Theory via lectures, theory exam written, practical training and exams by accredited personnel at a central facility according to FELASA standards.

In order to be internationally acceptable and to harmonise with international laboratory animal communities all course materials will be submitted to FELASA for accreditation. 

Laboratory Animal Technologist (LAT) course 

Due to the fact that all future courses offered at the Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) have to have an experiential training component of at least 60%, TUT deemed the proposed LAT course as not meeting with their new criteria and thus cancelled it.

This was experienced as a major set back, nullifying the effort made by SAALAS over many years to re-instate a course in Laboratory Animal Technology. Due to the fact that a lot of time was lost in the planning of and discussions regarding this course with TUT and that it may took just as many years to draw-up and propose a new curriculum, SAALAS decided to rather approach the Institute of Animal Technology (IAT) in the UK to see if their course could be utilised for South African purposes. SAALAS still awaits their response. The South African Veterinary Council was also informed of our intentions to pursue the possibility of the IAT qualification. They gave SALAS there blessing, however it is up to SAALAS to advise the SAVC on the suitability of the qualification for registration and whether it will meet the criteria set as minimum requirements for registration as a Laboratory Animal Technologist. 

Congress 2007

Theme: Ethics and Education

Preliminary Date: 11 – 13 September, 2007
Venue: Campus of the University of Cape Town, Cape town.

Congress Convenor: Mr Jaap Visser

Proposed guest speakers: 
Prof Rollin from the state University of Colorado: As Prof Rollin earlier this year have visited the UCT where he also lectured on ethics, and as the UCT management indicated their willingness to sponsor a return trip for him, SAALAS thought this opportunity should be investigated. 

Institute of Animal Technology, UK: With the proposed changes in the training of Laboratory Animal Technologists it was suggested to also invite a representative from the IAT to attend congress.

Dr Giles Demers from Canada, ICLAS President and Assessment Director, Canadian Council for Animal Care (CCAC), and 

Dr Patri Vergara from Spain, ICLAS Vice President and Chairperson, FELASA accreditation board for training and education in laboratory animal science.
Joint SAALAS / ICLAS activities
Dr Potgieter - with generous financial support from ICLAS, was able to attend the International Council for Laboratory Animal Science Governing Board Meeting plus the First East Mediterranean Regional ICLAS Symposium on Laboratory Animal Science held in Athens during the period 28 to 31 May 2005. For making this possible I would like to thank ICLAS and the ICLAS Governing Board Members.
Prof Phyllis Addo from Ghana was appointed as Co-chairperson on the Regional committee for English-speaking African (ESA) countries. As in the past all electronic news items received from ICLAS were forwarded to members of ESA countries. As in the past this again served as a one-way exchange of information only. 

Although it is difficult to come to a clear-cut conclusion regarding the status of laboratory animals and Laboratory Animal Science in this part of the African continent, the little contact we had with ESA countries indicated very few countries with acceptable housing facilities, readily available animals, an infrastructure with regard to diet manufacturing as well as some form of training program for staff. We thus have to accept that a need do exist should, that is should scientists from these countries would like to use laboratory animals as investigative or safety testing tools. The biggest single obstacle in addressing the need of scientists from this region is money. Money to train scientists and animal care personnel, money to allow scientists to attend scientific meetings, to build appropriate animal housing and breeding facilities, acquire those infra structures absolutely necessary to uphold basic laboratory animal requirements such as health, good animal care, etc.

Funding or finding sponsors to forward Laboratory Animal Science in ESA – especially through teaching initiatives, is and will always stay a major problem. The latter problem sometimes seems to be surpassed by the lack of interest and motivation experienced with scientists from the region, decreasing the opportunity to move forward.
Finally, SAALAS would like to express their sincerest gratitude towards ICLAS, not only for their support and dedication towards the advancement of Laboratory Animal Science on the continent but also for their financial contribution towards Dr Potgieter’ attendance of the ICLAS GB meeting in Athens.

Yours sincerely,

Freek Potgieter

SAALAS President 
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