Scand-LAS 2005

THE BOARD

During 2005 the Scand-LAS board had the following composition:

President: Ann-Christine Eklöf, Sweden, Secretary: Mats Sjöquist, Sweden

Members: Aurora Brönstad, Norway, Rikke Thon, Denmark, Hanna-Marja Voipio, Finland, Kai Ökva, Estonia

Substitutes: Aage Kristian Olsen, Denmark, Tarja Kohila, Finland, Morten Eriksen, Norway

Leif Jacobsson, Sweden, Andres Aland, Estonia

The secretariat is situated in Stockholm and runs by Barbro Salomonsson.

Scand-LAS has members in 13 countries.  2005 we were 357 members and for 2006 so far 369 have paid their members fee.

NALASE

Nordic Alliance for Laboratory Animal Science Education (NALASE) has not been giving category C courses in 2005.  A schedule for category D education is currently running, and it is today possible to achieve a full master degree in laboratory animal science from the Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University, Copenhagen, which runs the programme in tight cooperation with University of Helsinki and University of  Kuopio. It is also possible to follow just one or several of the individual courses after own choice. See http://uk.kvl.dk/main.asp > Present studies > Continuing education > Master of Laboratory Animal Science for further information. The category D programme is accredited by FELASA. This category D education is also part of a laboratory animal training programme accredited by the European College of Laboratory Animal Medicine. Denmark, Finland and Sweden are exchanging teachers under various programmes, such as Socrates Socrates and Nordplus. It is the plan to launch a EU-Asia link application for the development of laboratory animal science education in China, Vietnam and Thailand in cooperation between the veterinary faculties in Helsinki, Copenhagen and Barcelona.

FELASA

Ann-Christine Eklöf and Hanna-Marja Voipio have been representing Scand-LAS in FELASA (Federation of the European Laboratory Animal Science Associations).

Representatives from Scand-LAS in FELASA working groups are Hanna-Marja Voipio as convener in ECLAM/ESLAV/FELASA working group on veterinary care. Rikke Thon in “Refinement of breeding and use of genetically modified rodents”. Vera Baumans and as corresponding member Kristiina Haasio in “Standardization for enrichment”. Merel Ritskes as convener in “Evaluation of quality systems for animal units”. Mats Sjöquist will be member in a new working group about teaching.

FELASA is working close to the COST B24 action. Many Scand-LAS members are active in this EU activity.

THE SOCIETY’s JOURNAL
Scandinavian Journal of Laboratory Animal Science (http://biomedicum.ut.ee/sjlas) is the official journal of Scand-LAS. It is a quarterly Journal of which Jann Hau is editor-in-chief and the editor for Sweden. Axel Kornerup Hansen is editor for Denmark; Robert Murison for Norway; Timo Nevalainen for Finland; Aavo Lang for Estonia and Sveinbjörn Gizurarson for Iceland. News editor is Biborka Bereczky Veress; Hans Jörgen Skovgaard Jensen is administrative editor and John B Davis is administrative editor with responsibility for the final linguistic editing of manuscripts. Arne Rohmann, who was responsible for the editorial and advertisement office retired by the end of 2004 after many years of excellent service to the Journal, for which we are very grateful. We welcome his successor Christian Kampmann Ilfeldt, who has done a great job for us in 2005.  

The Journal is listed in CAB international, FO:VMTM’s index, EMBASE and BIOSIS Source Acquisitions. The manuscripts submitted to the journal are predominantly from Nordic scientists, but the journal attracts an increasing number of manuscripts from other countries. Consequently, an increasing number of manuscripts are being published and each issue now contains about five full papers. All manuscripts are subjected to peer review by external referees and the present rejection rate is approximately 50 %.

The main goal of the editorial board is to publish relevant and interesting original articles of the highest quality and strive to continuously increase the quality of the papers published. 
WEB SITE
The society has its own web site with the address www.scandlas.org. Aurora Brönstad, Norway is the editor. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING 2005 
 The annual meeting was held at BMC in Uppsala, Sweden and it was well attended about 330 participants and 33 exhibitors. The theme was “Cost-benefits in biomedical research through animal models, from needs of society to animal welfare”.

Professor Olle Korsgren was invited to give the “Karl Johan Öbrink memorial lecture”. The topic of the lecture was “Clinical islet transplantation: Challengers for the future”. There were several invited speakers that in their lectures proved how important laboratory animals and laboratory animal science are for biomedical research.

Representatives from the Swedish political society were speaking. The state secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, Ingrid Petersson talked about “Use of animals in scientific research: benefits for society and challenges for animal welfare and the director-general of the Swedish Animal Welfare Agency Matz Hammarström about “Animal experiments - can we do without them?” Of course those two lectures were especially well attended, as this is an important question for the future in our field.
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VARIOUS TOPICS
One of the major things during last year FOR SCAND-LAS was the decision to support a scholarship for a master degree in laboratory animal science. This scholarship is a joint project together with the Department of Veterinary Pathobiology Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University Copenhagen Denmark. We had a lot of applications and after a hard work the board finally decided to give the stipend to Lene Bregnholt Larsen for a full master education and to Kai Ökva for finalizing the last course in her master program. Scand-LAS is looking forward to follow these holders of the stipends. Kai Ökva defended her master in June 2006.

Scand-LAS has during 2005 supported two local activities. One workshop about fish and research in Oslo and one lecture organized by KATY (Finnish Animal Technicians Association) and SEY (Finnish Society for the Protection of Animals).

Scand-LAS has also initiated a new working group about ”Fish in research”- it felt natural that we are doing this as one of the member countries in Scand-LAS is using fish to a large extend in research and can contribute with a lot of knowledge from researchers that really know about this specie. This working group will also collaborate with groups in the COST project.

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES

To achieve the best and true answer of a scientific question we all need to think of the welfare of the animals used in research. Scand-LAS will continue to work in that direction. The board will through good contacts with European societies and by representation in FELASA working groups as well as on the local level thrives for good quality and further improvement within lab animal science.

To sponsor local activities in our member countries we can help young research students to improve their knowledge in the field. We will also encourage the technicians to be involved not just as animal caretakers but also in improving the scientific approach in the field. To do so we will examine the possibilities to joint membership, that the national associations for technicians can be members in Scand-LAS.
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