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In the year 2003, the main activity in FinLAS was to organise Scand-LAS (Scandinavian Society for Laboratory Animal Science) Symposium and Educational Days to Lahti, Finland. Furthermore, education, training and competence of persons working with laboratory animals were stressed.

The board of FinLAS had nine ordinary members and four substitutes. Four board and two regular annual meetings were organised during the period. Two new members were accepted and the total number of members was 55 in the end of the year. The president of FinLAS was Tarja Kohila, vice president Eila Kaliste, secretary Teija Seppä and treasurer Maija Sarviharju. 
Scand-LAS annual symposium is organised in Finland every 5 years. Symposium ‘Mice and men for science’ took place in Lahti, 22.-25.5.2003. In connection to Scand-LAS meeting, ESLAV (European Society of Laboratory Animal Veterinarians) organised the annual meeting in 20-21.5. Over 300 participants registered Scand-LAS meeting and took part to three parallel sessions (English, Scandinavian, Finnish) during the days. Furthermore, the traditional FinLAS autumn seminar with about 60 participants, took place in Helsinki. The theme of the seminar was ethical evaluation and cost-benefit analyses of animal experiments. 

There are several working groups in FinLAS with many activities. The text-book editorial board continued to renew the first edition of the laboratory animal text-book for researcher courses in laboratory animal science. This second edition will be published in the year 2005. Working group for competencies prepared the schemes for identifying the different level competencies (according to FELASA) for those working with laboratory animals in Finland. 
Many FinLAS members took part in the working group in the Ministry of Education called 'Co-operation group for laboratory animal sciences'. The group has several national tasks in the field of laboratory animal science: the main activities are to promote and co-ordinate the co-operation between authorities, education and research, as well as increase the information available to the general public about laboratory animal science. Furthermore, many FinLAS members took part in other national and international organisations.

20.10.2004

Hanna-Marja Voipio 

