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Annual Report for 2004-2005 of the International Council for Laboratory Animal Science (ICLAS)
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Secretary General 

Introduction

ICLAS is a non-governmental organization for international cooperation in laboratory animal science. ICLAS’s mission is to advance human and animal health by promoting the ethical care and use of animals in research worldwide.
The aims of ICLAS are:

· To promote and coordinate the development of Laboratory Animal Science throughout the world and as a matter of priority in developing countries;

· To promote international collaboration in Laboratory Animal Science;

· To promote quality definition and monitoring of Laboratory Animals;

· To collect and disseminate information on Laboratory Animal Science;

· To promote world-wide harmonization in the care and use of laboratory animals;

· To promote the humane use of animals in research through recognition of ethical principles and scientific responsibilities;

· To promote the ‘3R’ tenets of Russell and Burch;
Membership

ICLAS has National, Scientific/Union and Associate members, which number about 34, 37, and 38, respectively.  National Members represent national perspectives; Scientific/Union Members represent national, regional laboratory animal science and other scientific associations and Associate Members represent commercial and academic organizations that support the aims of ICLAS.

Over the last few years, ICLAS gained some new National, Scientific and Associate Members from Europe, Asia, Africa, USA, Central and South America.  Gaining new members expands ICLAS’s ability to fulfill its mission.  ICLAS has encouraged organizations engaged in Laboratory Animal Science in industrialized countries to establish international committees that address the needs of developing countries. ICLAS has established (through the International Consortium Committee meetings, organized on an annual basis during the AALAS and FELASA meetings) liaisons with these organizations to share information and to collaborate on various international issues. 
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President:
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Vice President;
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Dr. Norikazu Tamaoki, Japan
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Dr. Denna Benn (CALAS/ACSAL), Canada

Dr. Melvin Dennis, (AALAS), U.S.A.

Dr. Guy Dubreuil (AFSTAL), France

Dr. Joseph R. Haywood (IUPHAR), U.S.A.

Dr. Rafael Hernández (ACCMAL), Mexico
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Meetings

ICLAS holds at least one regional scientific meeting each year, at which time the Governing Board meets.  A country or organization wishing to host a regional scientific meeting must apply through its ICLAS Regional Committee.  Once the request is approved by the Regional Committee, the request is reviewed by the Governing Board.  ICLAS usually provides some level of financial support for the meeting.  Regional meetings are usually held in developing regions to encourage and support the education of scientists and technicians in best practices for the care and use of laboratory animals and in the production and monitoring of high quality, defined laboratory animals.

An international scientific meeting is held in association with the ICLAS General Assembly meeting every four years.  It is organized by a National or Scientific member and is often held in association with regional/local organizations.  The last General Assembly meeting was held in Seattle, USA in 2003 in conjunction with the AALAS PanPacific meeting. The next General Assembly meeting will be held in Italy in 2007 in conjunction with FELASA.

Summary of International and Regional Meetings, Courses and Seminars for which ICLAS provided funding or guidance:

· 2004
· A Third Course Category C FELASA for Scientists held in Tunisia. May, 2004.

· SAALAS held its First Course FELASA Category C for Scientists in South Africa in May, 2004

· First meeting of harmonization of guidelines. June, 2004.

· AACyTAL (Argentine Association for Laboratory Animal Science and Technology) and FESSACAL (Federation of Central and South American Laboratory Animal Associations) held an International Scientific meeting entitled “Advances in the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals”, Argentina. November 2004.

· 2005
· 1st East Mediterranean Regional Meeting. Athens (Greece), May, 2005.

· 2nd Meeting on Harmonization of Guidelines, AAALAS Meeting, St. Louis, 2005.

ICLAS Committee Activities

· The ICLAS Constitution was revised and approved at the General Assembly in 2003.

· The ‘History of ICLAS’ document was revised and completed in 2004. This document is posted on the ICLAS web site as a reference document.

· The Reference/Monitoring Centers Program is under revision with two objectives: to update the program and to increase its presence in all regions of the world. These objectives will be achieved through a dialogue with individuals in the USA, Latin America, Europe and Asia. The current activity of working to establish an international network of laboratories for the sharing of information and reagents will continue.  This network will assist developing countries and regions in establishing quality control programs for laboratory animals consistent with international standards that are being discussed, and hopefully, harmonized.

· ICLAS has expanded its communication efforts by developing its web page (www.iclas.org) and by regularly issuing FYI Bulletins via electronic mail.  The web page is now providing timely information on ICLAS programs and ICLAS activities.  The ICLAS FYI Bulletin provides timely information that may be of interest to ICLAS constituents and which may be passed on to their members.  

· ICLAS is partnering with AALAS to establish an international program for recognizing laboratory animal technicians (Animal Technician Week).  The program will establish a common date for this world week.  Materials such as posters will be developed by AALAS and distributed worldwide by ICLAS.

· ICLAS is now expanding its Scientific Membership category by accepting organizations that are not considered to be laboratory animal science organizations, but that have an interest in the use of experimental animals. A closer contact to Associate Members to get them involved in ICLAS activities and initiatives is a priority objective of ICLAS

· ICLAS will be expanding its involvement with international organizations including CIOMS, ICSU, and WHO.

· ICLAS will examine new sources of funding including the possibility of establishing a foundation to provide support for meetings, workshops and courses for individuals in developing countries and regions.

· The harmonization of existing Guidelines for the use of animals in Research, Teaching and Testing is an emerging issue in the context of globalization of research around the world. ICLAS, as an international umbrella organization, has a role as facilitator in this area.  Accordingly, ICLAS has initiated a series of meetings and workshops with representatives of the principal organizations in the world that produce or use Guidelines for the use of animals in research. Representatives from ILAR, FELASA, CCAC, Council of Europe, OECD, ICH, AAALAC International and others have also been invited 
to participate in this initiative. Two issues were identified to start this process: Euthanasia and Humane Endpoints. After the first meeting a consensus has been reached in both issues. Final documents will be posted at the ICLAS website as soon as they are approved by ICLAS Governing Board. The second meeting for harmonization of existing guidelines will take place at the AALAS meeting in St Louis in November 2005.
· The ICLAS support for education and training of laboratory animal users is an important component of ICLAS activities and initiatives. In that context, ICLAS, as an international umbrella organization, will initiate in the next few months a dialogue with parties from different part the world to evaluate the mutual  recognition of the different education and training programs for scientists that already exist.

ICLAS Regional Programs

· ICLAS regional activities are organized through ICLAS Regional Committees for America, Europe, Asia, French speaking Africa, English speaking Africa and Oceania.

· ICLAS will contribute to the organization of the meeting “Constraints in Laboratory Animal Nutrition” dedicated to the memory of Prof. May Coats, who contributed very significantly to ICLAS development. 

· The ASEAN region is very active in Laboratory Animal Science. After years of organizing meetings and workshops a new initiative has been developed: ASEAN Regional Training Centre on Laboratory Animal Science (ART-CLAS) to provide continuous training and to strength Laboratory Animal Science in the region.

· ICLAS is also supporting the International Symposium “Animal Models on Human Infection Diseases” that will be held in Beijing, China.

· The activities developed by both African Committees have been centered on training. In both cases courses for scientists using laboratory animals have been implemented and both Tunisia and South Africa have plans to continue this important activity. 

· The Americas committee will continue supporting the attendance of young scientists to scientific meetings in the Region.

A current update of ICLAS activities and programs can be found at http://www.iclas.org
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