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Laws and Regulations
As a result from a governmental investigation on the organization and administration of animal welfare matters in Sweden a new authority, Swedish Animal Welfare Agency (Djurskyddsmyndigheten), was established and started its activities on 1 January 2004. The tasks of the former National Board for Laboratory Animals (Centrala försöksdjursnämnden) as well as the leadership for the six regional ethical committees were incorporated in the new authority. The animal welfare regulations have been modified by some new rules and general recommendations during 2004. The ethical reviewing process has been under governmental investigation since 2001. Two reports from that investigation have been the subject-matter for referrals during 2003 and 2004 and as a result we can expect more changes in the regulations in a near future. At the Swedish Research Council (Vetenskapsrådet) the Committee for Laboratory Animal Science assumes responsibility for continued monitoring of, information about and further development of the field of laboratory animal science.  
Education and Training

According to the Swedish legislation, all categories of personnel actively involved in animal experimentation - primarily research workers, laboratory staff and animal technicians – must have had appropriate education and training. The education programs usually follow the recommendations by FELASA and the situation today is quite satisfactory. Also a specially recommended but not compulsory three days residential course is given every year for members of the ethical committees.

Housing of Animals

Some of the existing governmental facilities for the housing and investigation of laboratory animals, preferably at the universities, have been restored during 2004.

Health Monitoring

Health monitoring of laboratory animals has a high priority and programs following the FELASA recommendations are running at the Swedish universities. A major part of the investigations are made at the National Veterinary Institute (Statens veterinärmedicinska anstalt) and special grants are given yearly for this purpose from the Swedish Research Council.
Information and Relations to the Public

The public´s interest in questions related to the use of animals is constantly high.

Different kinds of activities, both legal and illegal demonstrations and militant terroristic actions against breeders of furred animals, meat producers as well as against laboratory animal breeders and institutions, are not rare. However, the mass media that earlier were very eager to notice such incidences seem to invest a somewhat lesser interest today. Other questions, also with ethical implications, such as the use of stem cells and gene modification seem to hold a higher news value.

To better meet the reactions from the public and also to explain the purpose of  biomedical research and the use of laboratory animals, different steps are taken by e. g. the universities, the pharmaceutical industries, the Swedish Research Council and other authorities. For instance informative material is produced and distributed and public debates and courses in mass media contacts are arranged. 

