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During 2004 the necessary, although slow, steps were given so as to update the regulations on animal experimentation in Spain. The long time awaited legislation on Animal Experimentation seems to be in its final stage and further meetings, which included representatives of social partners interested in animal experimentation as well as representatives of the autonomous regions of Spain, were taken as to provide the new legislation with the maximum level of agreement. Facts go, however, faster than regulations, and most facilities already run an institutional ethic’s committee although this is not legally required in most of the national territory.

Spain has also been involved in 2004 in the revision of the European Convention ETS 123 (European Convention for the Protection of Vertebrate Animals used for Experimental and other Scientific Purposes) and experts in animal experimentation have actively participated in it. This input has been supported also by the national society in Laboratory Animal Science (SECAL).

New top-level research laboratories add to recently built ones. All these centres are implementing the necessary highest standards in research but also in animal care and use. Adherence to these highest standards promotes the accreditation by recognised bodies such AALAC and the first accreditation has been obtained recently. 

Education in laboratory animal science is rapidly increasing in Spain and a larger number of courses are provided throughout the country and includes FELASA category A, B, C and D courses. Regarding this latter course, a second edition of the course has been initiated in 2004 by the Autonomous University of Barcelona, as well as the first residency program of the European College of Laboratory Animal Medicine (ECLAM). Several other courses have been promoted by institutions and the Spanish Society of Laboratory Animal Science (SECAL). 

Since unfortunate attacks occurred in 2003 as already reported, this same society has contacted the national authorities to transmit the concern of laboratory animal professionals regarding the recent attacks from radical activists. 

Finally, in 2004 Spanish representatives are again actively involved in the Governing Board of Laboratory Animal societies at a national, European and international levels (ICLAS, FELASA, ESLAV, ECLAM, EFAT, and Laboratory Animals). 
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