Report for the United States to the ICLAS Governing Board meeting in Buenes Aires, Argentina November 2004

Animal welfare assurance in the United States continues under the Animal Welfare Act and the Public Health Service Policy with little change from previous years.  The largest meeting in Laboratory Animal Science was held by the American Association for Laboratory Animal Science (AALAS) in Tampa, Florida in October 2004 with over 3,000 registrants but that will be reported by the AALAS in their scientific member report.  

The Institute for Laboratory Animal Research (ILAR) continues in their mission to develop guidelines and disseminate information on the scientific, technological, and ethical use of animals and related biological resources in research, testing, and education.  The ILAR held an International Workshop On Development of Science-Based Guidelines for Laboratory Animal Science in November 2003 with participation by 175 individuals from 15 countries.  A report of the meeting is in preparation and will soon be published.  The ILAR Council also oversees the regular publication of four editions of the ILAR journal each year.

Discussions continue on the need to revise the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals.  The latest revision was in 1996 and updates are required but may not necessitate a total revision.  The Guide has been translated into twelve different languages, and further translation continues as required and desired. 

A major publication entitled Guidelines for the Care and Use of Mammals in Neuroscience and Behavioral Research was published in 2003 and is now available.

A report from a workshop held April 17-19, 2002 was published in 2003 and is entitled International Perspectives – The Future of Nonhuman Primate resources and is available from the ILAR.
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