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Patrocinio Vergara 
Secretary General ICLAS 

Unitat de Fisiología

Facultat de Veterinaria

E-mail address: patri.vergara@uab.es 

Dear P.Vergara,

Please find attached the requested 2003 ICLAS annual report for Spain. 

Sincerely yours,

Ignacio Álvarez Gómez de Segura

ICLAS national member. Spain
ICLAS 2003 ANNUAL REPORT. SPAIN

The Spanish Government has been working in 2003 on the new legislation on Animal Experimentation. Several meetings, which included representatives of social partners interested in animal experimentation as well as representatives of the autonomous regions of Spain, were held as to provide the new legislation with the maximum level of agreement.

Spain has also been involved in the revision of the European Convention ETS 123 (European Convention for the Protection of Vertebrate Animals used for Experimental and other Scientific Purposes). All this movements, taken together, suggest an increasing interest on the welfare of animals used in experimentation in Spain.

In 2003 new top-level research laboratories have been built of rebuilt to meet the current standards in research. As an example, a new National Cancer Research Centre has been open in Madrid and a Scientific park in Barcelona. Therefore, the number of professionals involved in Laboratory Animal Science is increasing. Also, and despite the relative lack of updated legislation on animal experimentation, most research institutions in Spain have actually a running Ethic’s Committee on animal experimentation, suggesting a high sensibility regarding this issue.

Besides yearly FELASA category A courses, given by the Spanish national research council (CSIC), or FELASA Category C courses (4-5 a year), by the Autonomous University of Barcelona, a second edition of the Master degree in Laboratory Animal Science (FELASA category D), given by the latter institution has been initiated in 2003. Also the first residency program position, to become a Diplomate of the European College of Laboratory Animal Medicine, has been proposed at the same University. Additionally, the Spanish Society of Laboratory Animal Science (SECAL) actively promotes and collaborates with educational initiatives in the Laboratory Animal Science area. The last meeting of SECAL was held in San Sebastian in November with more than 100 participants. One of the topics covered was the relationship between Laboratory Animal Science professionals and the Society. Unfortunately, several attacks were performed against breeders in Spain and a Facility Director. Such attacks were uncommon previously so the SECAL is promoting measures to adequately prevent them. 

Finally, in 2003 Spanish representatives are actively involved in Laboratory Animal societies at a national, European and international levels (ICLAS, FELASA, ESLAV, ECLAM, EFAT, and Laboratory Animals). 
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